
OUUF Board of Directors 

Meeting Minutes 
April 22, 2012 

Call to order 

George Stratton called to order the regular meeting of the OUUF Board of 

Directors at 2:30 PM on April 22, 2012 in the library at OUUF. 

Roll call 

Dianne Whitaker conducted a roll call. The following persons were present: George 

Stratton, Dianne Whitaker, Don Hatler, Sara Johnson, Linda Cherry, Catharine 

Covert, Vivian Mulligan, Isabel Paniagua-Stevens and Ron Corrudo. 

Approval of minutes from last meeting 

Dianne moved to accept the minutes. Don seconded and the minutes were 

approved.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Don Hatler gave the treasurer’s report. We are in good shape, a little over $300 over 

budget for the year.  

We received $250 from Mr. Cronauer and a promise for more money when he has 

it. Don sent him a letter stating when the next payment was due. 

His property was discussed as being necessary if we need to expand and he has 

been willing to sell it in the past. George will look into this. 

Dianne moved and Vivian seconded to accept the treasurer’s report. 

Coordinator’s Report 

There is a proposal to come up with a statement for OUUF that would be 3 to 6 

words. The welcoming task force will be asked to come up with a statement. Vivian 

moved and Ron seconded that that Catharine ask task force. 

Board members have been asked to greet and/or say goodbye at the door on a 

scheduled basis. The time would be 15 minutes before and 15 minutes after. 

Members who are not involved in other activities during these times will do this. 

The Organizational Chart for 2012 has been posted on the website. More names 

are being sought by Catharine. We need a chairperson for the Social Justice 

Committee. Nelson Cohn was approached but refused on the grounds of no support 

from congregation.  No action to be taken until we have a specific target for action 

that our community is willing to take on.  



Stephanie Binchus is in the process of scanning the operations manual onto the 

website. The next step will be Catharine asking committees to bring their parts up 

to date. 

Catharine is seeking contributors and an editor for the monthly Quest. 

A new contract will need to be negotiated with the synagogue, since no one can find 

the original contract. Catharine put this on her “to do” list. 

Stephanie Binchus is putting “How we break the rules” from the UUA website 

onto our home page. Catharine will put a notice in the Quest. 

Membership Committee Report 

The committee conducted the first of four “New UU” workshops. For “Who UUs 

Are and What They Believe” 20 people attended and it was well received. Twenty 

people have also signed up for the next workshop “UU Roots.” 

Aesthetics and Functionality Report 

The lawn has been mowed.  

We need a pump house key. There is one that is now missing. 

Ron reported on the furnace, which is operating normally. Only one filter should be 

used at a time. The furnace is getting near the end of its useful life. The compression will 

need to be replaced at a cost of about $2500. It has been taped over except for the up and 

down arrows, which can be punched up and down. Catharine will tell groups that use the 

facility occasionally that someone will need to get there an hour early to make sure the 

temperature is comfortable. 

Don coordinated the inspection of the fire system. We passed everything, but the 

low alarm needs to be repaired. Catharine was asked to flag the fire system and furnace 

as needing service once a year.  

Highway clean-up will be this coming Saturday at 9:00 AM.   

Sunday Services 

The choir will not be singing for a while due to a lack of a soprano.  

Next week the Long Range Planning Committee will lead the service.  

Sunday services are booked through June. 

The committee needs more members. 

The committee is planning the summer picnic.  



Old Business 

a) Changing our current podium arrangement. 

There is a free standing podium in the pump house but it needs to be cleaned 

up and painted. A decal needs to be removed.  Also, there is a podium in the 

entry that might be used.  

Don will bring in the risers that are on the same level as the current 

ones because of safety concerns. The rugs need to be removed and the 

risers painted and/or some carpet will be tacked permanently in place. It was 

recommended that they be painted when the church is painted. George will 

ask Forest to paint the risers. Carol will be asked to pick the color. Ron 

volunteered to paint them if Forest does not want to if someone else 

picks the color. 

b) There was a discussion of chalice circles. One led by Bob Nuffer is continuing 

and taking new members. Another is starting that will be time limited starting 

May 24
th

. It is recommended that a 3
rd

 circle be started so the groups don’t 

become too big. There needs to be a leader. Sara will send out an email that 

new chalice circles will be formed that will start in May and ask interested 

parties to respond by email or sign-up on Sunday.  She will also contact 

Susan Morrison about Susan’s plan to do two more after service intros to 

Chalice Circles.   

New business 

a) Ray Estep has resigned from the board. Dianne moved and Don seconded that 

George will ask Sylvia Castillo if she is willing to replace Ray.  

b) The letter from Ann Elizabeth Fisher was discussed. Catharine conducted an 

exit interview with Ann Elizabeth as to the reasons for her leaving. A letter will 

be sent from the board thanking Ann Elizabeth for her service. George and 

Catharine will write this.  

c) We discussed ways to better recognize and support volunteers. George 

suggested we make appreciation an intension. Catharine proposed that there 

needs to be a culture change toward volunteers and in order to keep new people. 

Sunday Services will put together a thank you once a month for volunteers 

that will be done by committees.  

d) We discussed that we need to communicate clearly how to be reimbursed for 

things bought for church. Requests should come through Catharine and Don 

will write a check. Our policy has been that any money budgeted can be spent 

and reimbursed without additional approval. Non-budgeted items require either 

board approval or for smaller items, the president’s approval. 



e) Harveen Statler’s membership status was discussed.  Refer to membership 

committee for resolution. 

f) We discussed how to help a former member who is having money and housing 

problems. Habit for Humanity has a fix up program now. George will contact 

her.  

g) We discussed marriage equity and whether we want to take a stand. Catharine 

will ask Eleanor Nauman if she will head up the welcoming congregation 

committee. The committee will focus on a public face for this issue. Following 

this the committee will continue at a reduced level of activity. We can go ahead 

because we are already a welcoming congregation. If Eleanor will do this, she 

will be given a list of members of the original welcoming congregation 

committee.  

The Next Board Meeting:  May 13
th

 at 9:00 AM 

Adjournment 

George Stratton adjourned the meeting at 2:34 PM. 

Minutes submitted by:  Dianne Whitaker 

Minutes approved May 13, 2012  

 

 

 

 


