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Notes From UU GA, 

Portland, Oregon, June 

23-28, 2015  
By Pat Fletcher 

I went to Portland one day early, 

arriving on Tuesday the 22nd – in 

order to sign up for the 182 person 

Choir. That was successful. We 

received copies of 20 songs that 

would be part of our two 

performances.  

Choir rehearsals were held daily 

Wednesday through Saturday 3-4:15 

p.m. in preparation for the choir to be 

a part of both the Sunday morning 

service [9- 10:30 a.m.] and the 

Sunday closing ceremony [5-6 p.m.].  

There was singing sporadically during 

each day’s session; most were 

familiar UU songs. Words were  

 

 

 

 

projected on two giant screens, one on 

either side of the main stage and 

podium 

That early arrival also gave me an 

opportunity to register and collect the 

ribbons appropriate to our 

fellowship’s accomplishments. For 

instance, our work toward becoming a 

Welcoming Congregation; another 

ribbon acknowledged us as an “Honor 

Congregation” because we have 

faithfully sent money to the Annual 

Program Fund for more than 10 years! 

The complete program filled a 156 

page booklet.  

Getting there early allowed me to read 

it in detail, helping me choose what to 

attend. As a delegate, I felt compelled 

to attend all the general assembly 

meetings that were directly related to 

the “business” and voting of our 

national organization.  

 Continued on the following page 
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allowed me to read it in detail, 

helping me choose what to attend. As 

a delegate, I felt compelled to attend 

all the general assembly meetings that 

were directly related to the “business” 

and voting of our national 

organization.  

Formerly called “plenary” sessions, 

literature for the day was handed to us 

as we entered at the door. These daily  

bulletins gave us both background and 

update on each day’s business 

conducted during the 8:15 a.m. to 12 

noon “General Session.”  

Welcoming Celebration and General 

Session began Wednesday at 7:45 

p.m. The banner parade was jaw-

dropping; banner after banner, 

brought from congregations and 

fellowships all over the country 

snaked around the hall for probably a 

full 30 minutes. I would recommend 

that this fellowship either resurrect the 

previous one or create a new one to 

take to any and all regional and 

general assemblies in the future and to 

be displayed in the OUUF main 

sanctuary.  

The Opening Celebration and General 

Session followed from 8-9:30 p.m. 

The whole session was quite uplifting. 

To begin with I wasn’t sure I was up 

to attendance each day from 7 a.m. to 

[sometimes] midnight.  

 

Rather quickly I discovered that 

sessions held late in the day into the 

night were primarily set up for the 

275+ “youth” who were participating 

energetically and enthusiastically in 

every aspect of this General 

Assembly. [The final number of all 

registrants was in the 4,500 range.]  

Thursday’s business session [and each 

day’s session] began with song, and 

song was sprinkled throughout each 

general session. It seemed that there 

was music or song coming out of 

somewhere in the Oregon Convention 

Center at all times.  

Dianne is going to give her report on 

these General Sessions and the several 

things that were voted on, both in the 

hall and by delegates participating 

online from around the country.  

The learning curve was steep for me. 

Having been a UU since 1993 in 

OUUF I was not aware of how we fit 

in to the whole. Yes, I had read about  

Continued on the following page 
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Boston. Yes, I had done some 

research on the history of UU, both in 

the northeast in the 1700s and in the 

settlement of the west. At this, my 

The learning curve was steep for me. 

Having been a UU since 1993 in 

OUUF I was not aware of how we fit 

in to the whole. Yes, I had read about 

Boston. Yes, I had done some 

research on the history of UU, both in 

the northeast in the 1700s and in the 

settlement of the west. At this, my 

first GA [General Assembly aka 

national convention] I was able to fit 

many of the pieces together.  

One of my interests has always been 

campus ministry. I guess I thought it 

was important; I came from teaching 

and I know the magic that can come 

from exposure of a young person to 

the college campus. And yes, one of 

our members, Bob Vail, who died 

‘way too early,’ had harangued us 

often about its importance in the 

growth of our UU community in this 

geographic area.  

Our challenge has always been to find 

someone with time and inclination to 

pursue that “project.” I came away 

from Portland GA with some 

literature about the GROWING 

presence of UU on the nation’s 

college campuses. If we can locate 

someone who is willing and able, I 

would love to pass this information on 

with the idea that our own Peninsula 

College would benefit from our 

presence, both on campus and off. 

And we would certainly benefit from 

their presence in our midst. 

 

Notes From UU GA, 

Portland, Oregon, 

June 23-28, 2015  
By Jean Stratton  

This was my first visit to General 

Assembly. I wasn't sure what to expect, 

and what I discovered is that I felt 

completely at home with everyone I met 

at GA. 

I had a great roommate, a UU minister 

from Massachusetts: she and her wife 

had visited the Olympic Peninsula a few 

years ago when they were on their 

honeymoon, and hope to retire here. 

I got to some wonderful workshops: one 

on bringing contemplative ways to 

worship services and showed examples 

and shared music and songs for those 

types of services. Another was a Sufi 

service of songs. Got to see  
 

Continued on the following page 
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Congressman John Lewis and hear him 

talk about marching in Alabama and the 

struggles now that we read about in the 

news. 

I felt that as a Christian UU, I felt 

supported in the worship services and the 

Service of the Living Tradition was most 

awesome, as was the Sunday morning 

worship service. The Choirs were 

amazing..., as well as some of the hymns 

I knew and was introduced: ...”I let the 

rain fall down on me...I'm not afraid....” 

Since fear has been an issue for me in 

my life, that song really resonated with 
me in a profound way. 

I attended other workshops on how to 

grow your congregation, how to let 

people make electronic contributions 

to our OUUF....also heard about 

religious bullying. Resources are 

available on the UA website.  

It was a real whirlwind of 

experiences, including a man who 

really wanted to talk to me about 

polyamory in the Exhibition hall..... 

Lots of unforgettable experiences. 

…...too many to mention.  

 

 

 

 

OUUF Singing Out on the 

Telephone Wire -  

Inspiration for the Name 
By Vivian Mulligan  
 

All God's Critters Got a Place in the 

Choir was composed by Bill Staines, a 

New England folk musician and singer-

songwriter. I have not been able to 

confirm that Mr. Staines is a Unitarian 

Universalist (UU), but I did hear him 

sing at General Assembly (GA) many 

years ago and he frequently performs at 

UU coffee houses throughout New 

England, even now at age 68. 

 

The song has been made popular by folk 

singers and groups such as Celtic 

Thunder; John McCutcheon; and Peter, 

Paul and Mary.  There are several 

versions of lyrics.  

 

The first verse of one version of the song 

goes like this: 

All God's creatures got a place in the 

choir 

Some sing low and some sing higher, 

Some sing out loud on a telephone wire, 

Some just clap their hands, or paws, or 

anything they've got now 

 

We heard Joel Yelland perform All God's 

Critters Got a Place in the Choir (or was 

it All God's Creatures Got a Place in the 

Choir?) as a Story for All Ages at a 

recent OUUF Sunday Service.  The 

children enthusiastically helped Joel with 

the various critter sounds.  A memorable 

event. 

 

Thus was born the inspiration for the 

name of our new magazine. 
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Women in Black 
By Peggy deBroux *  

Women in Black 

scurry across the streets, 

ready to stand an hour in sun 

or rain for the sake of peace. 

Admirers stroll past:  a tall man 

in rusty-red sweater—the color of blood— 

claps for us as he walks across  

the intersection; a logging truck, 

empty now, roars through, sounding 

its air-horn several times. 

Three teens—maybe seeking to be 

punks—call out, “What are you doing? 

Who died?” and I want to answer: 

Your brother, your sister, Afghani families—un- 

reported Iraqis, women, children, 

soldiers, old men. 

That’s who died – and are dying every day. 

We stand, silent, costumed for their funerals  

as the blood-red sweater passes, closer this time;  

he whispers, “Thank you, thank you, thank you.” 

 

 

* Peggy was active in OUUF when  

She lived in Port Angeles. 

She now resides in Waterbury, Connecticut. 

I think she wrote this in 2006. 

 

OUUF 

An Inclusive Community 

Celebrating Shared Values 

And Putting Them into Action 

In the Larger Community 

 

Submissions to OUUF Singing Out 

on the Telephone Wire  

OUUF Singing Out on the Telephone 

Wire is meant to be a vehicle for 

OUUF members and friends to share 

original stories, poems, essays, 

articles and photography reflecting 

our shared values and interests. 

Submissions can be made to the editor 

at vivian.mulligan@gmail.com 

 

The editor of OUUF Singing Out on 

the Telephone Wire maintains the 

right to reject submissions deemed 

incompatible with the spirit of the 

newsletter. Rejection of content can 

be appealed to the OUUF Board of 

Trustees.  
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