
Interfaith Community Vigil – Saturday, November 23 
 

“A gunman who killed two people at a Kroger supermarket in Jeffersontown, Ky., on Wednesday tried to enter a 
predominantly black church minutes before the attack, the police said on Thursday… The son of a witness said his father 
heard the gunman make a racist remark during the episode, though the police said they could not confirm that 
account…” (Kroger Shooting Suspect Tried to Enter Black Church Before Killing 2 in Kentucky, Police Say, By Karen 
Zraick and Matt Stevens (Oct. 25, 2018), The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/25/us/louisville-
kroger-shooting.html  

 “Armed with an AR-15-style assault rifle and at least three handguns, a man shouting anti-Semitic slurs opened 
fire inside a Pittsburgh synagogue Saturday morning, killing at least 11 congregants and wounding four police officers 
and two others, the authorities said. 

In a rampage described as among the deadliest against the Jewish community in the United States, the assailant 
stormed into the Tree of Life Congregation, where worshipers had gathered in separate rooms to celebrate their faith, 
and shot indiscriminately into the crowd, shattering what had otherwise been a peaceful morning…” (11 Killed in 
Synagogue Massacre; Suspect Charged With 29 Counts, By Campbell Robertson, Christopher Mele and Sabrina 
Tavernise (Oct. 27, 2018), The New York Times)  https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/27/us/active-shooter-pittsburgh-
synagogue-shooting.html 

The Interfaith Community here in Clallam county responded in support of our Jewish brothers and sisters and 
our brethren of color. Calls were made, and a vigil was organized.  OUUF lent the organizers the individual votive lights 
that were used. 

Members of the Clallam community gathered at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, in Port Angeles, for a community 
vigil on Saturday, November 3. In the very front of the church was a tree stump (complete with many branches) that had 
been crafted into an object of awe.  At the end of each branch was a single white candle, unlit.  One for each of the 
victims of the massacres. Members of the Interfaith Community Peace Choir sang. Several leaders from local 
congregations led those assembled in heartfelt words of wisdom. 

I (Sandy Goodwick) had never met any of those from The Congregation Olympic B’nai Shalom (COBS) who share 
our OUUF meeting space, and tonight, they held a solemn, sacred space within the large Lutheran church.  I was born 
and raised Lutheran.   

But I only learned of Martin Luther’ anti-Semitism after leaving the Lutheran ‘system’.  Same with the German 
Lutheran church’s involvement during World War II. Even now, I can’t wrap my head around the horrors wrought by a 
religious group’s avowed leader. After all, I didn’t lose anyone in the Holocaust. And I’ve never attended a faith-based 
service that needed armed security guards. But tonight, at this vigil … there were uniformed officers in the back of the 
sanctuary.  Like too many, I’ve taken my religion ‘majority status’ for granted – assuming that no one would ever want 
me or members of my faith community …. dead. 

When Pastor Olaf Bauman spoke at the vigil that night, he most assuredly and decisively ‘broke that bubble’ of 
being silent, when a powerful Voice was desperately needed.  This is his message: 

 
“I am the Reverend Olaf Baumann and I am one of the pastors here at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.  
Thank you all for coming. Thank you for caring about the victims of violence and hate - and thank you for 

sharing in the grief of our nation. 
 
Once again, we have witnessed our Jewish neighbors walking through the valley of the shadow of death. 
Once again have seen hate and violence raising their ugly heads, and once again they have made us stare into 

the abyss that can be the human soul. 
 
In situations like this, when we’re hurt and raw, we have the urge to point our fingers at others. 
But no matter how much others may be to blame; the truth is that we all are responsible for the way we 

conduct our life together. 
And if we look at our hand as we point one finger at someone else, we recognize that three fingers point back 

at us. 
 
As we remember the dead and injured of the “Tree of Life” congregation in Pittsburgh, and all victims of 

violence and hate, we all are called to examine our hearts, face our share of the responsibility and to amend our ways. 
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The whole world is a web of relationships and it can only thrive in harmony and mutual good will. 
This web was torn when the gunman opened fire and took the lives of God’s beloved people and when he 

wounded others. 
 
This massacre of Jewish people is only the latest in a long line of pogroms, murders and bloodshed that have 

defiled the history of the world. 
The call of the gunman “I just want to kill Jews” echoes through the centuries and rings in our ears like a 

nightmarish cacophony of carnage and destruction. 
 
We, as Lutheran church, recognize today that there is also blood on our hands. 
We have sinned against the sanctity of human life by what the church has done, and by what the church has 

left undone. 
We did not pull the trigger in Pittsburgh, but we participated in preparing the ground on which anti-Semitism 

and racism grows. 
Today, as we remember the victims of the “Tree of Life” congregation, we also remember Martin Luther’s vile 

comments about the Jewish people. 
And we remember ghettos, discrimination, rape, slaughter and the despicable behaviour of the German 

Lutheran church as it either looked away or outright participated when the Nazis in the extermination camps drowned 
out the cries of the innocents with Martin Luther quotes. 

The way to Auschwitz is long, but it is a well-travelled path and it begins right in the moment when the 
darkness in our hearts urges us to believe that any person might be expendable, unworthy and in need of killing. 

 
As we stare into the horrid faces of our daemons we recognize that the God of love can only be served by love. 
We are truly human only when we do to others, as we want them do to us. 
That insight is as old as humanity. 
And it still seems so hard for us to do. 
 
The motto of the United States is “E Pluribus Unum”, out of many, one. 
And indeed, either we are one or we are nothing. 
This nation thrives only in it’s amazing diversity and it finds its destiny only in the sister- and brotherhood of 

all people who grace our shores. 
Embracing the gift of diversity is the only vision that makes America great. 
Our country is a work in progress as we extend the franchise of liberty to all people. The stars and stripes on 

our flag call us to stand up, join our hearts and hands and help bend the arc of history toward justice and peace. 
 
This is a day of grief, but this is also a day to hear God’s call that we are to love one another.  
 
May the victims rest in peace and may their loved ones and our nation find comfort in the thought that they 

now touch the face of God and that they have entered into eternity in the loving embrace of the God of Israel and of 
all nations. 

Thank you.” 
 
 



 
This picture is of the wood-crafted tree stump at the front of Holy Cross Lutheran church.  The words (“I will 

build this world from love…”) were part of a song sung at the vigil.  The large white candles were lit one at a time, while 
names of those who were massacred were read.  A large handbell was forcefully rung after each name was called and 
candle was lit.  At the end of the vigil, all of us walked up  and surrounded the 13 lit candles on the tree with our own, 
somberly left on the floor. 

 
The Social Action Taskforce encourages OUUF to continue to support the efforts of the Interfaith Community in 

combating hate and ignorance that turn people against each other. 


