
December for our UU Children 

What does ‘December’ look like, feel like… to UU children? What do we ‘include’?  How can our children celebrate the 

magic of being a child while cherishing the history and spirit of our principles and sources? Well, this is what we are 

planning for the month of December.  Anyone who’s worked with children during the month of December knows this is 

a magical, exciting time.  Come join us – hear our stories and be part of our activities! 

For those of us in the northern hemisphere, December brings the longest nights and the shortest days. Communities 

around the world recognize the symbolism and power in light as a reminder of hope and rebirth.  We can celebrate the 

returning to longer days as a promise for renewed life.  It’s a solemn time for recommitting ourselves to the work that 

comes with protecting our right to be our own version of ‘best’.  Our Sixth Principle: We covenant to affirm and promote 

the goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all.  

And for those familiar with Christian faith. December includes ‘Advent’ – a time of expectant ‘coming’.  While some 

Christian groups recognize 4 weeks, others recognize 40 days. Surprisingly (or not!) our tradition has many UU’s who’ve 

played central roles in many iconic Christmas traditions.  We are going to dig deep enough to go well beyond the 

commercialization of this time of year, to find messages that resonate deeply with our own principles and sources. 

SOOOO… what is on our agenda this month? 

December 2 – marks the beginning of both Hanukkah and Advent. Winter solstice is just weeks away. Kwanzaa comes at 

the end of the month. So where do we fit all of this in, along with Santa and 

Christmas trees and …  Perhaps, most of all, we need to get back to the messages we 

hope our children retain when introduced to so many activities over such a short 

period of time. During ‘Story for All Ages”, we will touch briefly on all these events… 

and then (hopefully) tie them together with the deeper threads found in our sixth 

principle.  And our children will create some fun ways to honor a few of these special 

holidays. So, come and make/take home a OUUF AdventUURE kit! 

December 9 – What do “Jingle Bells”, Santa Claus, Christmas trees in the White House, and many Christmas carols have 

to do with being UU?  

Learn about the people whose influence affected how many celebrate Christmas. During “Story for 

all Ages”, we will listen to a meditation/story on one very well-known Christmas ‘character’ – 

Rudolf. During RE, we will be making some surprises (shhhhh! – we can’t tell you!) to share with 

you on… 

 

December 16 – This is almost the shortest day of the year.  During ‘Story for all Ages”, come and listen to  

 The Shortest Day: Celebrating the Winter Solstice, (Author: Wendy Pfeffer 

Illustrator: Jesse Reisch, 2003). Look for some special (shhhh! We can’t tell you!) surprises to be 

shared with our members. And, in case your child or grandchild or neighbor didn’t get to make the 

surprise last Sunday, we will be making something new and different this Sunday! 

 

 

 

December 23 – It’s time to look at how our sixth principle connects with both today’s humanitarian crises as well as the 

Nativity story from long ago. During ‘Story for All Ages’, we will hear Marwan’s Journey, by 

Patricia de Arias; illustrated by Laura Borràs (2018). From Kirkus review: “A child walks across the 

desert fleeing conflict, recalling the home left behind and promising to return to it someday. 

As Marwan walks, the simple and poetic text brings readers along on this heartbreaking journey: 

“I walk, and my footsteps leave a trace of ancient stories, the songs of my homeland, and the 



smell of tea and bread, jasmine and earth.” Marwan walks with many. His mother is not among them, but as he dreams, 

he can hear her voice urging him to walk on and never look back. He remembers the day darkness swallowed up 

everything and he joined a “line of humans like ants crossing the desert.” Marwan vows to return and to pray “that one 

day the night never, never, never goes so dark again.” Borràs’ deceivingly simple freestyle illustrations in ink and color 

wash go hand in hand with the text, neither one shying away from harsh reality yet still child accessible. Originally 

published in Spanish as El Camino de Marwan and honored at the Bologna Ragazzi Awards in 2017, it is the story of a 

journey that is sadly the journey of too many children, one filled with fear and hope, longing and sadness. The country 

that Marwan is forced to leave is never specified, but details such as his Arabic name, onion domes, and women in hijabs 

point to Syria. - A beautiful, haunting, and, sadly, important book. (Picture book. 6-10) 

December 30 – We will honor a holiday whose roots include our own UU advocacy and support. Come hear about the 

history of Kwanzaa and its UU support. And then listen to Seven Spools of Support, by Angela 

Shelf Medearis, with illustrations by Daniel Minter.  “In this original folktale about the seven sons 

in an Ashanti family, Medearis introduces the seven principles of Kwanzaa. When he dies, the 

father of seven brothers who don't get along so well, leaves each of his boys a spool of thread. 

His wish is that they find a way to turn all the colored spools of thread into gold. The sons succeed 

--- they work together weave all the spools of thread into a beautiful kente cloth. Crisp and 

colorful woodcut illustrations are a treat.” (from Kidsread). Come join us and create something 

special for Kwanzaa! 

Questions? Want to help our OUUF kids? Please contact Sandy Goodwick (sgoodwick@aol.com)  
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