
OUUF BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

February 17, 2019 

 

Board Members Present: Dianne Whitaker, Kitty Hawks, Ren Garypie, Elaine Webber (via telephone), Greg 

Sensiba, Dave Large, Pat MacRobbie, Don Hattler  

Board Members Absent: none 

Non-Board Members Attending: Elinor Tennyson, Dave Blawn 

 

CALLED TO ORDER: 12:26 PM and the agenda was approved. 

 

1. SECRETARY’S REPORT:  The minutes of the January 17 Board meeting were approved without 

amendment. 

 

2. HARDSCAPE COMMITTEE REPORT: Dave Blawn 

a. The committee decided to divide the efforts between landscaping, to be led by Rose Prestipino, and  

hardscape to be led by Dave B. 

 

3. TREASURER’S REPORT: Kitty.   

a. A draft Budget performance, Balance, and Statement of Income and Expense reports were presented 

for approval.  They were accepted, but not approved.  Don, Kitty, and Serena Mylchreest will meet to 

resolve several issues with the reports, including how one-time donations and a confusion between well 

donations and operating income are handled. 

b. No report summarizing January’s financial performance was presented. 

c. At the request of the Treasurer, the Board appointed Serena to the position of Assistant Treasurer. 

d. Our speaker (Joe) for the day the service was canceled due to snow was paid, even though he is a 

contractor.  One board member objected to this as setting a bad precedent.  This was a Sunday Service 

decision. 

 

4. COORDINATOR’S REPORT: Elinor 

 a. The yearly UUA report was submitted.  Our dues will be within +/-10% of this year’s 

b. Donation letters were mailed to members and contributing friends to assist in tax preparation 

c. A statement of HR responsibilities was presented – the tasks will be folded into the Coordinator’s job.  

It was suggested that we really need a maintained procedures manual to support that task. 

 

5. SUNDAY SERVICES: Dianne 

 a. We have speakers through April lined up, except for one Sunday. 

 

6. MEMBERSHIP OUTREACH: Jim Casey  

a. The chocolate fair collected $190 in donations. 

b. Given last month’s Board decision to advertise weekly in the Peninsula Daily News, Dianne will 

email Jim about getting that implemented. 

c. The board confirmed Martina and Howard Welsh as members. 

 

7. SOCIAL JUSTICE: Ren Garypie: 



Ren organizing a 5th Sunday forum on how we can be a more welcoming congregation, with an 

emphasis on those who are “different” in some way.  Bridget might be enlisted to work with Ren to 

bring the pastor’s message and panel discussion into alignment. 

 

8. CHILDREN’S RE: (Dianne): no formal report 

 

9. PASTORAL CARE: no report 

 

10. USE OF THE PORTABLE BY HOMELESS CONNECT FOR STORAGE Elinor 

There continues to be some conflict between RE’s usage of both rooms and sharing of the back room 

with Homeless Connect when it happens.  It was pointed out that HC is out of that room for this season.  

Since Florence is now restricting the number of clothes accepted to what we are likely to get distributed, 

it may not be a serious problem going forward. 

 

11. PHOTO SECURITY: group discussion 

a. Elinor drafted some suggested rules which address concerns of those who do not wish to be 

photographed, for whatever reason. 

b. Part of the concern is pictures which are posted online that then may migrate out of our control. 

c. There is also a concern about pictures where people’s appearance is altered, for whatever reason. 

d. An alternate suggestion to getting advance permission is to require the photographer to delete pictures 

which are found to contain people who have stated an objection to being photographed. 

e. It was suggested that we accept Elinor’s suggested guidelines and add one forbidding any photo-

shopping other than simple cropping. 

f. Dianne will draft something to be sent to Jim and circulate to the Board via email for approval. 

 

12. SUBMISSIONS TO PATTI FOR PUBLICATION: group discussion 

a. The Board reviewed the suggestions from Patti regarding submissions for the weekly and/or order of 

service announcements. 

b. Patti will include a summary of the rules in the weekly. 

 

13. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Rose wants to create a serenity garden in the back yard.  This led to an extended discussion of the 

allocation of funds between the landscape and hardscape functions.  The outcome of that discussion is 

that the proposed garden is outside the current budget, and so would need special funding from the 

Board to proceed.  Hardscape and Landscape need to define the intended usage of the budgeted money 

and report back to the Board.  Dave Blawn will do a proposal for a sidewalk from the main building to 

the RE building for handicapped access, which was not budgeted, but which is necessary if we are to be 

fully handicapped accessible. 

 

ADJOURNED: 1:50 PM 

 

D.Large, secretary 

Note: When the minutes say “the Board approved” or equivalent words, it indicates that the matter was moved, seconded, and 

approved by a majority of Board members attending the meeting. 


