
DONATION OPTIONS FOR UKRAINE 

 

After a search of many organizations oriented to refugee relief, I settled on the  

Norwegian Refugee Council 

Prinsens Gate 2 

0152 Oslo     Norway 

 

Here is some info about NRC by an actual Norwegian friend: (with some spelled corrections by me) 

“The Norwegian Refugee Council (Flyktningehjelpen) is an highly effective  The secretary general  is Jan Egeland 

who have long career in red cross, UN and other organizations ( ref wikipedia). He travel much in the field to 

organize operation and have typically 15000 field operators and around 200 in the Norwegian organization. None is 

highly paid. They are considered to be lean and fast like Mr Egeland himself. He is very energetic and work around 

the clock ( widower) and travel everywhere when crises occur to make sure that their support is effective. We hear 

him on the Norwegian radio news regularly.” 

 

BUT IN-COUNTRY AID IS DESPERATELY NEEDED!! 

 

In-country aid is much harder to find and more prone to scam artists who often use the names “United” and 

“Ukraine” together in some fashion. United Ukraine is a legitimate 501c3 organization. 

 I don’t use online financial apps so I’m sending my checks to United Ukraine at: 

United Ukraine 

225 Bright Poppy     

Irvine,  CA   92618 

 

but you can also use: 

Venmo @Adam-Romney-2  or   PayPal at adam.romney@gmail.com 

 

They haven’t yet put up a website, but you can read a Globe Newswire article about them at 

https://www.globenewswire.com/en/news-release/2022/04/04/2415459/0/en/United-Ukraine-Provides-Direct-

Economic-Lifeline-to-Families-in-Ukraine-War-Zones.html 

 

Adam is personally known by my sister-in-law who vouches for him without reservation. He is the real deal. Here’s 

the info my sis sent out to her many friends about him. 

 

“… a good friend of mine, Adam Romney, has been studying Russian and a little Ukrainian for many years for the 

fun of it and he has spent most of his vacations for the last several years in Russia and Ukraine, where he has made 

many friends and hosted some of them at his home in Phoenix.  Adam is a lawyer and recently (sadly for us here in 

Phoenix) moved to Orange County to become a senior partner in a firm there.  When the war in Ukraine began, he 

contacted friends in Ukraine to see what he could do to help.  He has an amazing network there and has been getting 

money, food, and medicine to people in need.  I've given him some money and will send more.  If you can and/or are 

interested, you can send him money via Venmo and he will get it immediately to people in Ukraine.  He is supporting 

families and an orphanage network he knows.  Adam's very personal work is amazing to me and I recommend 

sending donations to him without reservation.  Hopefully, this egregious war will end soon, but meanwhile, it is a 

humanitarian tragedy and we can all be a little help to the people in Ukraine.” 

 

And a 3/16/22 email from Adam regarding his ongoing work: 

(note: Since this early email, the aid work has exploded as folks find out about United Ukraine. Adam and Nathan are 

now getting tens of thousands of dollars of direct in-country aid to Ukrainians.) 

 

“Good morning to all our recent contributors, 

 

We've had a busy few days locating and finding new families that urgently need relief, and I wanted to write and 

update you on what we've been doing this week.  

 

https://www.globenewswire.com/en/news-release/2022/04/04/2415459/0/en/United-Ukraine-Provides-Direct-Economic-Lifeline-to-Families-in-Ukraine-War-Zones.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/en/news-release/2022/04/04/2415459/0/en/United-Ukraine-Provides-Direct-Economic-Lifeline-to-Families-in-Ukraine-War-Zones.html


Since our last update on Sunday evening we've sent out a little more than $6,000 directly to families and local 

community leaders. This brings our total over the last 72 hours to more than $11,000 in direct distributions. We're 

working hard to consistently turn your donations into food, housing, medical supplies for Ukrainians within 24-48 

hours.  

 

The hardest hit city on the ground in recent days has been Mariupol. The city has been encircled by invading forces, 

and citizens have been unable to consistently leave the city as humanitarian corridors have come under attack. One 

of the more tragic consequences of this situation is that communication into the city is painfully difficult. Even 

Ukrainians with family members in Mariupol have reported periods of no contact that can last days. For that reason 

getting aid to families inside Mariupol, or recently escaped from Mariupol, has been our highest priority.  

 

Just yesterday we started having success in this area: making contact and giving direct aid to four families - 

including a single mother with four children and a father who was able to leave the city with his elderly mother and 

his daughter.  

 

We've also continued supporting the construction of field hospitals near Kyiv, distribution of medicines in war zones, 

the orphanage system near Odessa, and business owners who are using their facilities to provide food and shelter to 

citizens that recently lost their homes.  

 

We've attached photos of some of the families you've helped (I’ve not included these photos…Leslie), and the food 

and medicine you've purchased so that you can get a sense of how much this means. None of these people chose this 

war. It happened to them. And you're helping extend a lifeline when they need it.  

 

I've also attached a sample of the kinds of conversations I have every day, after we've been able to find families and 

get them money they need to keep a roof over their head and feed and their children. Irina, whose father and 

husband are currently fighting the war, and who needed support while she and her mom have closed their florist 

shop due to shelling, was astonished that we were able to get money directly into her bank account in under an hour. 

Her response: "God bless you!!! We are grateful to you without limits ... To tears..." 

 

This is just one example, but it's an extremely common response. Many people we've spoken to have asked how they 

can pay these funds back or asked if they can host their American donors for an evening in their homes after the war 

is over.  These families don't take it for granted. Many view your support as answer to their prayers.  

 

All of this happens because of people like you. So from us to you, thank you for your continued generosity.  

 

One measure of our success: when we started this project we were spending a lot of time scouring the country 

looking for people we could help. Now, a few weeks in, families in Ukraine are starting to find us. Word is spreading 

among families from Odessa, Izmail, and Kharkiv that this kind of direct aid exists; and I'm starting to get messages 

asking how people can "apply to our organization" for assistance. They are surprised to find out the "organization" 

is two guys with laptops and social media accounts. This is the kind of personal human help they need, but haven't 

been able to access locally.  

 

The need for more aid is huge. And we're relying on support from you and your connections to keep it going. Please 

consider continuing your support and telling your friends and family about this project. As always, we accept 

donations through Venmo @Adam-Romney-2 and through PayPal at adam.romney@gmail.com. And I'm willing to 

talk to anyone about this project at any time. My personal cell phone is (602) 481-0571. I'm available day and night.  

 

Thank you. Truly, from the bottom of my heart. You all are helping make one of the worst human tragedies in recent 

memory at least a little more bearable for the people it hurts the most. Ukraine is a wonderful place, and it will be 

again soon.” 

 

-Adam Romney 

  

mailto:adam.romney@gmail.com

