
Hello Everyone 

 

In January 70% of us voted to pursue Accreditation to more comprehensively 

address climate change through the framework of Green Sanctuary. Our Stage II 

Lifestyles Survey and Congregational Conversation have shown us that we have 

been working on this issue for quite some time, mostly as individuals and 

somewhat as a congregation. Now it is time to consider how to address this 

unprecedented climate emergency at the next level with a NEW action plan and the 

strength of “we the congregation.”  

 

The UUA Climate Team which oversees and guides this accreditation process has 

laid out four areas in which they want to see action plans developed.  

1) Congregational Transformation, 2) Mitigation (getting to 0 emissions by 2030), 

3) Adaptation and Resilience and 4) Climate Justice.  

 

We will be addressing the first one through our Climate Minute, Congregational 

Response and Carbon Footprint Assessment which I will explain in more detail 

next Sunday. It is the latter three where we will focus most of our discussion and 

planning in the weeks and months ahead.  

 

Our action plan must be connected to our Stage II Assessment Report which you 

can read in this Tuesday’s upcoming newsletter. The one published last week was 

the raw data, not the report that we sent to the UUA Committee summarizing who 

we are as the Olympic Unitarian Congregation. I hope you will take a few minutes 

to see what we have to say about ourselves.  

 

In the near future our Team will be communicating with you through a 

congregational email, a letter, newsletter articles and a 2nd congregational 

conversation on May 22nd to begin to discuss what actions we as a congregation 

want to develop. Our GS Team will continue to guide and support the work of this 

stage but ownership of the action plans will now belong to the congregation, not 

the Team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I’m sure by now I’ve gone past my 3 minutes and I was told recently by a member 

of the congregation to keep climate announcements short because the congregation 

does not want to be overloaded with climate news. I understand that and my 

response was to thank and reassure them that we would do our best to be brief. I 

understand that this is a stressful topic and that most of us think we are doing what 

we can to address it. However, our Stage II assessment has shown us that most of 

our action has been as individuals not as an organized community with a clear 

climate action plan and commitment to see it through. THIS IS WHERE WE 

MUST GO IF WE ARE TO ACHIEVE ACCREDITATION AND MORE 

IMPORTANTLY, IF THIS CLIMATE CRISIS IS TO BE SOLVED. Yes, 

individual actions matter, they really do but it is the power of me multiplied by the 

power of we in every town and city across this planet that will solve this crisis. In a 

recent UUA zoom meeting with congregations around the country seeking Green 

Sanctuary Accreditation, someone said, “Everything must be seen through the lens 

of climate change,” and I add, “every decision we make every day of our lives.” 

We are so close to losing what is most precious to us, everything that we love on 

this earth is in the cross hairs and now is the only moment we have to change that. 

So let’s find the power of “we” and develop some action plans that work for us and 

that can make a difference. I’ll tell you more about getting started next week. Stay 

tuned. 


